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k 



By George Lardner Jr. 

Wasliington Post Staff Writer 



. March 17, 1973, to work up a 
'"^elf-s^ing"^ statement 



Mr. Nixon’s resignation 
this summer was prompted 
by disclosure of an earlier 
conversation in which he 



..blaming the 1972 l^atergate 
bugging atid break-in on ejx- , 

. persp]a|iliy order^^^^ 

Liddy and the six bther 6rig^ blocfc the Watergate in- 
vestigation. But he has al- 



that. The excerpts of the 
March 17 tape played yester- 



Foi^ days before he has 
said he was first told of the 
Watergate coyer-up/:r Presi- 
dent Nixon was given a de- 
tailed report on the criminal 
“vulnerabilites” of his top 
j aides by then White House 
counsel " John W. Dean III. 

Mr. Nixon told Dean to 
try to ‘‘cut her off at the 
pass” and keep the informa- 
tion from the Senate Water- 
gate committee. 

According to a previously 
, undisclosed White House 
I tftpe recording played yes- 
terday at’ the cover-up trial 
in federal court here, Mr. 
l^ixon instructed Dean on 



inal Watergate defendants. 

‘T thinkt what you’ve got 
to do, to the extent that you 
can, John, is cut her off at 



^ ways publicly insisted that 
it was not until March 21, 
1973— when Dean warned 



day with Dean on the witess 
stand, listerung intently 
along with everyone else; in 
the courtroom, bore hiitn 
out. 

At one point during ^ a 
meeting in the Oval Office 
that day; ^the recordihg 
showed, " the President 
started reciting what his 
young counsel )xad just be 
telling him about the Water- 
gate scandal and the possi- 
ble involvement of aides 
such as fofjner Attorney 



the pass,” Mr. Nixon told 
Dean. “And you cut off a .. 
the' pass. Liddy and his 
bunch just did this as part 
of their job” 

Dean picked up the idea 
right awayi “They were out 
- iark,*^lie ^uggestW in • 
turn; “They went beyond 
any ; • assignment they ever 
' had.'”' '* ■ 



him of a “cancer” growing 
on thn.. presidency— that he 
began to suspect that his 
aides and campaign advisers 
might really have been in- 
volved in the break-in and 
the ensuing cover-up. 
f Thrbiigh all the investifa- 
tions that followed, Dean 
said he felt sure he had 
warned Mr. Nixon before 



General John. Nv. Mitchell^ 
White House Chief of Staff i 
H. R. Haldemap, and White 

See COVER^UP> A?, Col. 1 



I COVER-UP, From A1 

House special counsel 
H Charles W. Colson. There 
■ was also some discussion of 
c the involvement of Dwight 
Chapin, Mr. Nixon’s appoint- 
ments secretary in the so- 
called “dirty tricks” cam^ 
paign by political saboteur 
Donald H. Segretti. 

Mr.. Nixon said he was 
summing up where “this 
thing leads, I mean in terms 
of vulnerabilities and so 
forth.” 

Nixon: It’s your view the 
vulnerables are basically 
Mitchell, Colson, Haldeman 
indirectly — ^possibly directly, 
and, of course, the second 
level is, as far as the White 
House is concerned, Chapin. 

Dean: I’d say Dean to a 
degree. 

Mr. Nixon voiced surprise. 
He was apparently thinking 
of possible involvement in 
the campaign spywork and 
programming that led to the 
break-in at Democratic Na- 
tional Committee headquar- 
ters here on June 17, 1972, 
rather than the cover-up 
that followed. 

“You? Why?” he asked 
Dean, who is serving a 1-to- 
4-year prison sentence for 
tr^ydng to obstruct the gov- 
ernment’s original investiga- 
tion. 

Dean: Well, because I’ve 
been all over this thing like 
a blanket. 

Nixon: I know, I know, 
but you know aU about it, 
but you didn’t, you were in 
it after the deed was done. 

Dean: That’s correct. I 
have no foreknowledge. 

Nixon: Here’s the whole 
point, here’s the whole 
point. My point is that your 
problem is, you— you have 
no problem. All the others 
that have participated in the 
goddam thing, and therefore 
are potentially subject to . 
criminal liability. You’re 
not. That’s the difference. 

Dean agreed. The Presi- 
dent seemed to be preoccu- 
pied that day not so much 
with possible obstruction of 
justice, but with those who 
might be blamed in some 
way for the Watergate bug- 
ging.; 

According to Watergate 
prosecutors, Mitchell ap- 
proved a $25,000 espionage 
plan that included the bug- 
ging at a meeting in Key . . 
©iscayne, Fla., on March 30; , 
1972. Colson had allegedly 
pressed for a decision on i 
the secret operation. After 



the first bug was installed 
at the DNC headquarters in 
late May, Haldeman’s dep- 
uty, Gordon Strachan, and 
perhaps. Haldeman himself, 
are believed to have seen 
the initial results of the tap. 
At the March 17, 1973, meet- 
ing Dean told the President 
of the preliminary discus- 
sions a year before about 
setting up an intelligence 
operation, but said he 
thought the plans had been 
dropped. 

Nixon: .. . . but you didn’t 
hear any discussions of bug- 
ging did you, in that, your 
meetings? Or did you? 

Dean: Yeah, I did. That’S 
what, ah, distressed me 
quite a hit. 

Nixon: Who raised it? 
Liddy? 

Dean: That’s right. 

With" hearings of the Sen- 
ate Watergate committee 
coming up, Mr. Nixon sug- 
gested that the White House 
might still be able to start 
off “in good posture” if 
Dean could work up a state- 
ment saying simply that a 
legal intelligence operation 
had been planned. 

. . you won’t need to 
say in your statement the 
bugging,” the President told 
his counsel. 

Dean went on to say that 
he met with Ldddy two days 
after the burglary squad 
was arrested and was as- 
sured. thsd ; nobody at the 
White House knew they 
were going into the DNC 
headquarters. “With one ex- 
ception, and it was a lower- 
Ifvel person.” • 

Mr. Nixon did not have to 
be told who that might have 
been. “Strachan,” the Presi- 
dent said before Dean could 
supply the name. 

“Strachan,” Dean agreed. 

“ . . . I don’t really know if 
he— how_ much he knew, and 
I said (to Liddy) ‘Well, why 
in the hell did this happen?’ 
He said, ‘Magruder pushed 
me without mercy to go in 
there. Magruder said I had . 
to go in therei^’’v,r.f t 
Mr; Nixon asked, “Who 
pushed Magruder? Colson?” 
Dean said he wasn’t sure. 
“Think Haldeman pushed 
him?” the President contin- 
ued. “Ifcan’t think Haldeman 
pushed Magruder . . . maybe 
Chapin did.” 

Dean answered: “No, I 
think Strachan did. Because 
.Strachan just had it on his 
tickler ' (file)? ;fe sup- , 
posed to be gathering intel- 
ligence and talking to Jeb 
and saying what, where is it 



and why isn’t it coming in? 
You haven’t produced it.” 
The President could well 
visualize how it might all 
come out publicly, perhaps 
starting with disclosures by 
someone like the 1972 Nixon 
campaign treasurer, Hugh 
Sloan, who. had questioned 
the money provided to 
Liddy. 

“Sloan starts pissing on 
Magruder and then Magru- 
der starts pissing on, ony 
who? Even Haldeman,” Mr. 
Nixon suggested. “I think 
what you’ve got to do, to the 
extent that you can, John, is 
cut her off at the pass.” 

Before his resignatio-n, 
Mr. Nixon had made public 
only the final portion of the 
March 17, 1073, conversa- 
tion, in which Dean told the 
President that it might not 
be long before the White 
House role in the 1971 bur- 
glary at the offices of Dan- 
iel Ellsberg’s psychiatrist 
would be uncovered'. All the 
other tape segments were 
kept secret. 

The President seemed op- 
timistic about keeping a lid 
on the scandal at the March 
17 meeting. But Dean testi- 
fied- yesterday that fresh 
.problems arose almost im- 
mediately. 

On Monday, March 19, 
1973, he said, a lawyer for 
the Nixon re-election com- 
mittee, Paul O’Brien, came 
into Dean’s office at the Ex- 
ecutive Office Building with 
an ominous report. 

Watergate burglar E. How- 
ard Hunt was about to be 
sentenced by U.S. District * 
Court Judge John J. Sirica 
on Friday, March 23. Now, 
Dean said, “Hunt had sent 
a message to me directly ’ 
through O’Brien.” 

A former CIA agent. Hunt, 
the jurors were told, was 
demanding $70,000 for “sup- 
port” and $60,000 in attor- 
neys fees by Thursday, ; 
March 22 . 

Dean said O’Brien told 
him Hunt had warned: “If I 
don’t get wKat I'asked tor- 
i’ll have to reconsider my 
options and I’ll have some 
things to say about the 
seamy things I did for John 
Ehrlichman.’ ” 

Theii the No. 2 aide at the 
White House, Ehrlichman 
had been in overall charge 
of the White House “plumb- 
ers” unit that had conducted 
the Ellsberg burglary with 
Hunt ^nd Liddy as the field 
commanders. Dean said he 
told Ehrlichman of Hunt’s 
threat on March 20. 



